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The б m telescope Рrоgrаmmе Comrnittee.
20 уеаrs on duty

Тhе б in telescope ВТА was turned очеr Ьу the
Lепiпgrаd optical fiгm fоr operation at the Special
Astrophysical ОЬsеrчаtоrу of the LISSR AS on Jan-
uагу 1, 1977 аftег а уеаг of test observatiotl-c. В1, the
decision of the Governпtent the telescope rтas gilen
tlrc, status of ап all unioTr instrurrrent. thеrеfоге the
w}role astronomical association of the soviet union
had to deal rмith thе choice of stгаtеgу. It lvas fоr
the fir,st tirrre in hопtе astronorriy that а 1агgе instru-
Itlent, was not declared the рrореrtу of ап individrraI
оЬsеt,чаtогул when the observirrg tinre was shагеd ll_v

t[re diгесtог апlоl18 tLre staff rrrеrrrЬеrs, T}re nc.ccssitv
;tLclst-, Гоr ilevelolling пеw ways of shedr-rling оЬsегча
t iotis.

Iп 1976 the Dерагtrпепt of Generai Phl,sics and
;\strorromy аррrочеd the "Regulations оГ t}re б пr tele-
sc:ope obseгvational tirпе allocatiorr" . Тhе basic poitrts
of tlTe ''Regtrlations" аге as {bl]ows.

1. Тhс: бtп Telescope Prograrnrre Comn-rission
(later Corrrrnittee) (hегеаftеr б mТРС) is established.

2, Тhе бпrтрс is attached to the united sci-
entific Coutrcil (tJSC) of the USSR. AcaclerTly of S, i-
etices, I|re б lrr Т['С rlreпrberslrip is sirrictiorred Ьу t}ie
tjSL: iЬr а tеrпl of 5 years. t}re оЬsеrчаtоl,у direc-
tог beir-rg autornatically its rпепrЬег. То огgапizе tire
activity of the б rrrTPC, SAO appoints sc.ientific sec-
t,et ary.

l]. Тhе srlbjects of scierrti{ic wогk at tlrtэ teles<lope
;rге clist:ilssed Ьу thе б пr lГРС twii:e а уеаг. Wherr con-
srtlelirrg tlrt: ttrsks to Ье pelforrTred. the б rц ТРС fоl-
l, ,ti s t ]t с [',Iloи,ilrg ,,r,it .r,ia:

о рt,еfегеltсе is given to thе topics ttrat аrе
tltoug|rt to Ье tlre tttost itltilortatrt for t}re current
state of the ploblerlr:

о t|re tasks rrtust Ье actual arld o{feling new

р гotrrise;
о the obseгvational рrоgrаmmеs hаче to соп-

fогm to t}re tec:hnical capabilities of thе telescope
and the lig}rt detectols.

4. Тhе time t,eqrrests аге accepted frопr аstrо-
norrrical irrstitrrtions of thе USSR, the геquеsts frопt
abroad are treated оп general tеrrпs,

These prirrciples have basically геmаiпеd urrchanged
arrd been followed еr,ег since. опlч miпог аltегаtiопs

harre been introduced. Fol, instance. tire tirгrе гequesls
need not соmе fгоrп an institution and Ье signed Ьу

the director. but fгоrrr геsеагсhегs themselves.
Corlesporrdllrg пtетпllег of the USSR AS

V.V. Sobolev hаd Ьееп appoirrted the fiгst Сhаiг-
tnan of tlre б Irr Трс. and hе rап the fiгst sit-
tirrg of t}re Corrllliittee at tlre By,urakan Ast,гoplr_vs-

ical ОЬsегl,аtог1,. -\rmellia, 1996, ОсtоЬег (during
the IAU Syrrlposirttlr of flаrе stагs). I.N4. Kopylov.
Eh.E, lihaclrikialr. о,А, \Iel'nikov. F]}r.A. Dibai,
А.А. Воl,агсLruk rr-еге alnoIig the рагtiсiрапts, Ваsi,сl

сlп thе cieci_.iotr clf the гlreetirlg tlle L'':ltrrnlit,tee's sесге-

tагч lrlac]e ltp tIle fiгst scheduie of оЬsегчаtiопs lvlrit,lr
\\,еl,е Stal,te(l ц,lth tlre pi,ogt,amIrIe "Magnetic tields rlt'

stаг,с'' itt Jапuаrr, 1977 (oi-,serveгs- Yu.\'. Cilagolevslty,
\ir,\', Sr-rk}iaгer,. LI. Rornanl'rtk),

Over tiie past чеагs t ire bocly of the б rrr Т['('
}ras c:irangecl fоuг titlres, Besiile_* V-V. Soboler". rts

activit1, Iias beetr trranaged Ьу fa.rrrous astloplrysi-
cists acad, А.А. Воуагt:huii. Dr,. \".\'u, ТегеЬizlr.
Dг, YLr.\, C]nedin, Pгeserrtl.v the rriost experierrceci

C]ottrrnittee's lltetltbet,s аr,_, acad. of tlre Aгrrrerriarr AS
Eli,E. Ii}iacIrikran aricl Dг. I.X,I , i(c.ipy,lov. rvlto itavrl

becn perttl:rnent rtrепlЬеrs of tlte C]otrrtllittee-
T}re б rrr'IРС gathered 42 tirrres. А total о1' lticlt,t,

ttran 3000 lequests wel,e consideled fог 150 clays о1'

wоrk. T}re econoпlic: and political s}roc.ks. irrc:lud-

ing the bleak-dolvn of t.}ie USSR, did rrоt disc:cltl-

tirrue the rrlgulаt, activit1 о{' thе C'oп-rrrrittet. Stl гii-
staff of б mТРС still сопrргisеs Ieadirrg astronolllel,s
fгоrп the states of the 1Ьrrrrсr USSR 'Гht, рlгеsеlrt,
stafl' of t}re Corrrпrit,t,ee was apploved Ьу tlle Lirrited

Scientific Astronorгrica] Council (1.1SAC) on N4al,c:lr

25, 1995. It irrcludes 11 ехрегts: Dг. Yu.N. Cirreclirr

(N,IAO RAS) - C}rairпran. Dr, l.NI. iiopylor (\l.\O
RAS) - Deput,y Сhаiгrпап, Dr,. V.[,. A{'anasiev (SAO
RAS), согr. merrrber RAS Yu.Yu. Balega (SAO R.AS).
соrr,mеmЬеr RAS D,A. Varshalovic:h (St.Petelsbuгg,
TI), Dr. V.А. Gagen-Torn (Univ, of St, РеtегsЬurg),
Dr. R.E. GеrshЬегg (CIAO, Ukгairre), Dг, A.V. Zasclv

(SAI of N{oscor,v Urriv ), DL. Т,_\ I(i;,p.r, (Таг1 rr

Obs,, Estorria) , acaderrrician of the Arrrreniarr AS
Eh.E.Khactrikian (Univ. of Егечап. Агrгrеrriа) arrd

Dr. B.M.Strustov (IA RAS). Since 1994 t,he бпrТР(]
has Ьееп olganizing ,.:onft-,гences о{' the б rrt telesc:ope

usегs at w}rich а rrser is геquеstеd to rrrake:r t,ерогt
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оп the оЬsегчiпg рrоgrаmmе being fulfiIled, as well as

fог discussion of new promising ргоЬIеms. Тhе direc-
tor's героrt on the рrоglаmmеs accomplished in the
pгevious hаlf-уеаг, communications of invited speak-
ers about t,he news in astrophysics, and also ргеsеп-
tation of information on new techniques and devices
developed for the telescope аге traditionally put on
the agenda of thе conferences. Along with the sci-
entific рriоritу and novelty of а task the Committee
also takes into account if the ргоЬ}епr is within the
frarttes of iпtегпаtiопаl colIaboration, the introduc-
tion of пеw techrriques, the amount of publication of
the гesults of the previous observations. Тhе б mТРС
erlcoutages researches of young аstrопоmеrs. At the
Comrnittee's initiative, wогk is under way очеr the
c:reation of аrсhiчеs of publications based оп the data
obtained at ВТА. The conferences of the бrпТРС]
аге gепеrаllу hosted at SAO, which allows а better
interaction between the coпrmittee's mеmьегs and
the ОЬsеrчаtоrу's specialists. It cannot Ье much too
exaggerated that the сопfеrепсеs of ВТА usels аrе
c]ongl,esses of оЬsеrчеrs frоm thе CIS, whiсh have no
arralogues.

Fог а пumЬеr"оf уеагs the ОЬsеrчаtоrч's оЬsеr-

l. YtL.YtL, Balega (,SAO RД,S)
В'ГА in 1996, II hаlf чеаr

2. The рrеsепt status and prospects of spec-
tгоsсору techniques at ВТА

V.E. Рап,сh,tLh (,gДО RДS)
'Itie high spectral resolutiorr techrriques

V.L. Дfапаsiеч (SAO RAS)
РгоЬlеrпs and prospects in development of пtoderate
гesolution sресtгоsсору techniques at ВТА

3.R,eports of applicants fоr observational tirrre

('i, Wetqell, (Воп,п, Gеrmапу)
Opt,ical and infraгed speckle masking and spec-
t rоsсору

V.G. Iiloch,houa (SДО RДS)
Sрес:tгоsсору of ргоtорlапеtату nebulae (tlie review of
V.С]. Klochkova is preserrted iп this issue)

4.Scierttific reports

Conference of the б m telescope users
April 21, 1997, SAO RAS

SCHEDULE

vational tirne shаrе had been 30%. After а body clf

ехрегiепсеd specialists had developed at the ОЬsег-
чаtоrу, thеrе was no need iп such а quota. Since 1994

thе аstrопоmеrs of SAO hаче taken раrt in the corrr-

petition on equal tеrms and got по less tharr 40% of'

the telescope time. Тhе пurпЬеr of tirne requests is
persis.tently lаrgе. Excess coefficient is over З fог light
time and 4 fоr dагk time. Rеsеаrсhеrs frоm Frапсе,
Gеrmапу, Italy, the USA - the countries that are fоrе-

пrost in astronomy - have been showing in,,reasing
interest in the te}escope, Оп the ачегаgе t}rev аге al-
loted 20% of time. New Inethods and equiprnent fot,

joint observations аге the valuable сопtгiЬutiоп of our
fоrеigп coileagues.

In Арril and ОсtоЬеr, 1997 tlvo бmТРС corrfer-
епсеs wеrе held at SAO Тhеу rvere attended Ьу 70

аstгопоmеrs frоm diffегепt countries оf tlre world. Bt-
ginning with the ргеsепt voluttte. tlre Bulletin of SAO
will contaiTr standirrg itrlortrlatton about the work о1'

the б mТРС.

Yrr.Yu, Balega
Director of t|re Special

Ast lophysical О Ьsегчаt огу

Yu.N. Gпеdiп (МДО RДS)
Nelvs of asl l,onomy: the Texas Syrnposiulrr orr Rela-
tivistic Astrophysics and Cosrrlo}ogy (Dес:еrлЬеr 1996.

Chicago, USA) and the Symposium No.189 "Furrda-
mental Stellar Рrореrtiеs: Тhе Irrteraction betweerr

Observations and Т}iеогу" (Jапuагу 1997, Sydney,,

Australia)

Yu.|V. ParLlski1 (Ь'АО RA,S)
Search fоr first getteratiotr stel]aг svsterrrs- cool)cl,a-

tive observations at ВТА and RATAN-600

Be]ow is preserrted ttre abstracts o{'trrost of t|rt:

rep orts.

Yu.Yu, Bulega
ВТА in 1996, II half уеаr
Observirrg conditiorrs

Tlre observtrtiorral tirrre t,есогd lreepirlg at tIie б trr tell:

scope is dolre in two iTrdependerrt lvays: Ьу tlre 1etllr

rriсаl Depaltment (TD) arrd Ьу the observel,s. The
ВТА TD registers the total time the telescolre is irr

operation with the slit opened. Tlris includes the use-
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