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To the 70th anniversary of I. M. Kopylov

On October 15, 1998 the first director of the Spe-
cial Astrophysical Observatory, a distinguished astro-
physicist Ivan Mikheevich Kopylov, is 70.

I.M. Kopylov was born in v.Uskat, Kemerovo re-
gion. Having graduated from the Leningrad Univer-
sity in 1950, he was assigned to work at the Crimean
Observatory of the USSR AS being under construc-
tion at that time. In the Cr &0 he w o1l\ed his way
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By the Decision of the Presidium of the USSEH
Academy of Science, on June 3, 1966 LM. Kopy-
lov was appointed director of the newly established
Special Astrophysical Observatory with the worids
largest 6 m telescope. The director was 0 manass
the task of erecting the giant telescope and forming
a body of scientists to do research up to the worc
standard in a wide scope of astrophysical |
The director was faced with the creation of the staf
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of researchers and engineers, with the organization of
interaction with various establishments and firms in-
volved in the construction of the 6 m telescope and
the radio telescope RATAN-600. The director’s work
was extremely complicated and diversified. This in-
cluded control over putting in service units and parts
of the telescope, manufacturing and acceptance of the
BTA main mirror, and the radio telescope antenna
elements. Much trouble was caused by cooperating
enterprises. At the same time construction of a resi-
dential settlement was under way.

Before 1974 no observations were carried out at
the Observatory, the work of the staff, consisting ba-
sically of young people, had to be directed so that
they could keep abreast with the present-day scien-
tific and methodological developments in the central
fields of modern astrophysics.

All this was managed, and when the telescopes
were put into regular operation in 1977, the SAO
researchers were quite prepared for formulation and
accomplishment of their own research programmes
and ensuring the fulfilment of programmes of external
users.

From 1966 to 1985 I.M. Kopylov was the Ob-
servatory’s director. In a literal sense he had come
to a blank, and on resigning he left a strong team
of researchers, the smoothly functioning largest tele-
scopes, the settlement Nizhnij Arkhyz with the labo-
ratory building and accomodations. The laboratories,
the library, research council and seminars work in ac-
cordance with the rules established by I. M. Kopylov.
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[he colleagues from the SAO congratulate him on
f -h birthday and wish him good
ne vears of fruitful activity as a scientist
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